CHAPTER ONE

INFLUENCE AND POWER

INFLUENCE! That word of nine letters carries a potency so
terrible that kings r^el off their thrones, armies stand aghast before
its pitiless command, electrified as it were into obedience, and all
this effect is produced by the power of one man's influence over
another.

History has recorded many instances of such men and women
who dominated all by their influence. What is this subtle,
intangible power which affects man's relationship with man?"" It
is the power to rein in a thousand horses whilst permitting one to
be the dominant leader and guide, until all the rest of the thousand
are in mental harmony with the lead.

The Science of Hypnotism and the Art of Telepathy, the
Master of Destiny, date back more than three thousand years. The
Aryan Hindoos devoted centuries to unravelling the secrets of the
control of the human mind, and to divulge those secrets meant more
than the forfeiture of life itself. They realized that human intelli-
gence is &ail and finite, but life infinite; that to be forewarned is
to be forearmed. They knew that every moment of one's life
has to be accounted for, that they must lean on no one, yet not
stand aloof; that rust destroys more than use. Their philosophy
was and is one of deeds, not words; they understood that impossible
is the adjective of fools; fear is the proof of a degenerate mind;

speech is silvern, silence is golden; that one must be master of
his own faculties and slave to none of his desires; that as a man
thinketh in bis hearty so will he become, and that every action is the
result of a preconceived idea. They taught that a great character
founded on the living rock of principle, is a fact, not a solitary
phenomenon, to be at once perceived, limited, and described. It
is a dispensation of Providence designed to have not merely an
immediate but a continuous, progressive, and never-ending agency.
Such a character survives the man who possesses it, and leaves its
imprint not only upon the sands of time, but upon eternity.

These Hindoo adepts were a cultivated sect when Western
people were almost barbaric. Music and all the refinements of
taste, architecture and the like were in exquisite development when
England was ruled by Boadicea, and had the Druids as the heads.
of their religious faith. These adepts of a Hindoo religious sect